Another story from “Mum’s” Side of the Family:

Henry Houtteman — Missing
Drowned in the Detroit River

Henricus Houtteman was Jean McCarty’s great grandfather on her mother’s side.
He came to Detroit from Belgium in the late 1880s with his wife Rosalie and six children.

In November 1895, he went missing.
In May 1896, his body was found in the Detroit River.

Jean Virginia Schmelzer

B: 21 Feb 1927 Michigan

M: 12 Jun 1948 Detroit, Wayne, Michigan, USA
D: Living

Henricus Houtteman

B: 16 Nov 1840 Belgium

M: 24 Apr 1865 Belgium

D: 1895 Detroit, Michigan, USA

Adolf F Houtteman \
B: 24 Mar 1870 Belgum

M: 3 August 1897 Michigan US
D: 18 Jun 1937 Michigan, USA

Rosalle Goethals
B: 21 Jan 1835 Belgium
M: 24 Apr 1865 Belgium
D: 27 Mar 1920 Michigan, USA

Emma Houtteman

B: 19 Feb 1898 Detroit, Michigan, USA
M: 22 Nov 1923 Detroit, Michigan US
D: 1973 Detroit, Wayne, Michigan, USA

Eugenie Ervinck

B: 31 Jan 1877 Belgium

M: 3 August 1897 Michigan US
D: 1949 Detroit, Michigan, USA
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From the Evening News

May 25,1896
'The body of an unknown man badly

decomposed, was found floating in the river
yesterday off the foot of Minnie Street, and
removed to D. W. De Saftery & Co.'s
undertaking establishment on the River Rd.
'The remains will be buried today, and an
inquest will be held tomorrow.

'The body was clothed in a dark blue overcoat,
dark striped trousers and a white shirt with
pleated bosom, under which were two other
shirts, one of them blue calico and the other a
cotton undershirt. The tie was black and the
shoes gaiters. A pair of newly half-soled
children's shoes with spring heels were found
in the pocket's of the overcoat, and on the
bottom of one of them, written in German
script, was a name that appears to be
"Kaufman". A bill and $1.83 in change was also

found on the person.
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DETROIT 1895
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The Detroit riverfront at this time was mostly industrial.



His body was identified a few days later.

From the Detroit News
May 26 1896

'The body of the man found in the
river at the foot of Minnie avenue
Sunday afternoon has been identified
as that of Henry Houtteman, 57 years
of age, of 503 Belvidere avenue, who
has been missing since November 24,
1895. He was last seen at the corner of
Jefferson avenue and Bates Street. He
leaves a widow and family. His
identity was proven by means of the
pair of shoes in the pocket of the
overcoat worn by the dead man.

Who's little shoe was in Henry’s pocket? His
own children were grown. He had 5 little
grandchildren who were all under the age of 5.
Did it belong to Henry or Julius Van
Coppenolle? Or Henretta, Henry or Mary
Houtteman?

vaef RN _th?é/ﬁ(r.ms (B lgei | By | A :
—— YPllave | Doae 1 g g £ 2L'S l Qgg,;m i | s
L7 TR A N ale s =l 1 r7 . D 7. e =

By the 1900 census, Rosalie was living with two
of her adult sons, Octave and Julius.
The boys looked after mom, just like today.

What do you think happened to Henry? Did he fall through the ice?
Was is foul play?



